   Earth Science 
· Syllabus –
Class Information

Mr. Jason Triplett

Room 156

School phone – (701) 372-3713

Email - jason.w.triplett@sendit.nodak.edu

Website - jtriplett-science.weebly.com
Class and Lab help:

Before school – 7:45-8:30

Lunch/HOT – 11:15-12:45

2:32 – 3:25 and after school by appointment
Text   

Earth Science, Glencoe 2004

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
 
This course is designed to provide an understanding of the universe and the solar system, the basic materials and processes that occur below, on, and above Earth’s surface, Earth’s inventory of natural resources and the impact of human activity on these resources.  Special focus will be given to topics that are directly related to regions of North Dakota.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
 
Successful completion of this course should equip the student with sufficient knowledge to comprehend and comment on the following topics:

· The Universe and the Solar System
· Minerals and rocks – their origins and significance

· Soil formation and the importance of soil for sustaining life on Earth

· The plate tectonics theory and how it explains earthquakes, volcanic activity, mountain building, etc.

· The role of weathering and erosion w/ emphasis on regional water systems

· Evidence for glaciation, both past and present.  
· The composition of the atmosphere and the factors that combine to control general weather and climate patterns

· General Oceanography topics

· The natural resources and the impact of human activity on the quantity and quality of those resources.
 
North Dakota Science Content and Achievement Standards Grade 8


http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/standard/content/science/grade8.pdf
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
 
Students are expected to read each of the assigned chapters and any supplemental material supplied (e.g. journal articles to read, websites to visit, etc.) along with completing all homework and lab exercises. I will provide each student with my notes that summarize the material in the text of each chapter covered, along with additional information from other sources not in the text. There may be quizzes, homework/review questions, reports and/or lab exercises, and/or Exams each week over the material we cover. Quizzes can be given at anytime. All Exams will be scheduled.   

Other Information

Any person who is absent will receive two days (per day absent) from the time of their return to complete any classroom work assigned during that time.  Previously assigned materials will be due on original due date.  Tests and quizzes must be scheduled with me.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your make up work, do the work, and turn it in! School functions such as sports, FFA, speech, etc. do not count as an absence.  All homework is due prior to the event or by arrangement. 

Homework will be assigned and graded on a regular basis. When an assignment is given, I will generally give you the due date at that time. Some assignments may have extended completion dates or changes in completion date due to daily schedule changes, storm days, school activities, etc. Assignments will be due at the beginning of class on the completion date. If a student has questions about the assignment, do not leave them until just before they are due. Your question might not get answered. Copied or plagiarized work will not be accepted.  Anyone turning in copied or plagiarized work will receive an incomplete “I” and will have to redo the assignment for partial credit, if any.

Late work will be accepted, but at a fraction of the corrected value. 1 day late = -1/3 (33%), 2+ days late = -1/2 (50%).  After the third day, the assignment will be calculated into the grade book as an incomplete “I”. Partial credit will be given up to 1 week past due date. Late work not turned in within a week of the due date will receive an “I” and NO points will be given.  
Regardless of points earned, all completed assignments must be turned in so there is not a Final “I” grade recorded.  Final "I" (incomplete) grades will not be permitted.  All “I” grades must be completed to receive a grade for the course, whether points were earned or not.  Failure to complete all course work will result in a failing grade regardless of student’s final percentage.

Letter grades will be given according to a percentage of correct material accomplished during the semester.  The letter grades will correspond to the schools grading scale.

Grade checks for all students are conducted at the beginning of each week.  Any students with an incomplete (I) or a failing grade (F) will be directed to the Homework Opportunity Time (HOT) room after lunch. 
HOT: Junior High – 11:25, High School – 12:20. After students have been made aware of an “I” or “F” grade, it is their responsibility to make it to the HOT room on time. Failure to attend HOT room will affect the students ability to receive credit for incomplete or failed work. Students with incompletes may stop going to the HOT room as soon as the incomplete is taken care of. Students with failing grades need to attend the HOT room for the entire week, and the student grades will be reevaluated at the next grade check.   
RECEIPT OF SYLLABUS
I, _________________________________ (print name), HAVE READ and understand the attached syllabus for Earth Science. I have been given a copy and the instructor has clarified in full the course syllabus that explains the course outline (tentative), the method for determining course grades, the class rules and course expectations.
Student signature ____________________________ Date __________________
Parent/guardian signature ____________________________ Date __________________
